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DROUGHT ASSISTANCE PACKAGE FOR FARMERS 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.11 pm]:  I wish to make a statement detailing the 
eligibility criteria for the State Government’s drought assistance package for farmers.  Two weeks ago the 
Government announced that it will be providing additional state assistance of $6.8 million to aid those farmers 
most impacted on by drought conditions.  This assistance comprises: direct assistance grants of up to $6 000 per 
farm business totalling $3.3 million; a $1.5 million addition to the farm water grants scheme over and above the 
standard annual commitment; extra resources of $300 000 to extend rural financial and family counselling 
services; and a total of $1.6 million to provide the state component of any new successful application to the 
national exceptional circumstances scheme. 

It is important to note that none of the $6.8 million is ‘repackaged’ money.  Apart from the $300 000 provided 
for counselling, the source of the new funding is by appropriation from consolidated funds.  The direct assistance 
grants will be available for water provision and carting for domestic and livestock purposes; water catchment 
enhancement; construction of approved feedlots; and up to $1 500 can be used to engage professionals to seek 
business advice, and/or prepare farm business plans and exceptional circumstance applications. 

To be eligible for assistance, applicants must -  

(1) operate a commercial scale farming enterprise and farm most or all of their operations in the following 
shires - Northampton, Chapman Valley, Mullewa, Mingenew, Morawa, Three Springs, Perenjori, 
Carnamah, Coorow, Dalwallinu, Wongan-Ballidu, Dowerin, Koorda, Wyalkatchem, Mt Marshall, 
Trayning, Mukinbudin, Nungarin, Westonia, Yilgarn, Merredin, Kellerberrin, Quairading, Bruce Rock, 
Narembeen, Kondinin, Corrigin, Wickepin, Kulin, Lake Grace, Dumbleyung, Kent, Jerramungup, 
Ravensthorpe, and Esperance. 

(2) have not received an exceptional circumstances interest rate subsidy payment from areas declared as at 
23 October 2002.  

(3) have suffered two consecutive years of the impacts of dry seasons during 2001 and 2002.  

(4) have a total equity - net assets on farm and off farm - of less than $2 million as at 1 February 2003. 

Further grants of up to $15 000, which must be matched dollar-for-dollar by land-holders, will be available for 
on-farm water supply through the existing farm water grants scheme administered by the Water and Rivers 
Commission.  The Government also stands ready to consider requests from shires in the worst hit areas to 
announce water deficiency declarations.  Capital works projects are also being identified for fast-tracking to 
boost local economies in affected areas.  Several have already been targeted for completion in early to mid 2003.  
The Government believes that these measures will provide direct benefit to those farmers most affected by the 
last two years dry season events. 
 


